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SUKKOT

Home Celebration Made Easy

On the fifteenth day of this seventh month there shall be a
Festival of Booths to the Lord...(Leviticus 23:34)

uring the fall in ancient times, our people gathered in Jerusalem for the

harvest festival Sukkot. For seven days they celebrated with /ulav, etrog,
and branches of myrtle and willow, giving thanks for the fruit of the field, and
praying for the nurture of rain in the coming year. They built their sukkot, “har-
vest booths,” recalling their liberation from Egypt and their return to the Prom-
ised Land. Sitting inside their fragile harvest booths, they also reflected on the
quickly passing season of their lives. Today no less than in the past, Sukkot
leads us to appreciate the mystery and majesty of nature, all the rich harvests
we enjoy, and the fulfillment of sharing all the seasons of human existence.

IMPORTANT WORDS TO KNOW

Sukkot

Sukkah
S’chach
Arba’ah Minim

Lulav

Etrog
Pitom

Ushpizin

Kohelet

. The harvest festival of booths

Harvest booth (plural: Sukkof)

“Leafy roof of the sukkah

The four species (palm, willow, myrtle, and etrog)

Palm branch bound with willow and myrtle branches which
symbolize the harvest

Lemon-like citron
The elongated stem attached to one end of an etrog /

Guests from biblical history we invite to the sukkah (Abraham
and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Rachel, Leah, and Jacob,
Joseph, Moses, Miriam, Aaron, and David)

The Book of Ecclesiastes, which is read on the Shabbat morn-
ing that falls during the week of Sukkot.



The Sukkah

After the harvest from your threshing floor and your vine-
yards, you shall celebrate the Festival of Booths for seven
days. (Deuteronomy 16:13)

Long ago our people celebrated the harvest season in Jerusalem. They built a
sukkah, or “booth,” and ate their meals together inside it. Holding a lulav
and etrog, together with branches of myrtle and willow, they gave thanks to God
for all the fruits of the earth.

Sitting together in our sukkah, we also give thanks to God. We are blessed with
those who love us. We are blessed with wonderful harvest of plenty. May we
learn to share our harvests with others.

We praise You, O God‘, for all the blessing in our lives.

Building a Sukkah

he Mishne, the first code of Jewish law, sets certain standards necessary

for a functioning sukkah. The sukkah is a rectangular booth with a minimum
of three walls. Because a sukkah is a temporary structure, a screened-in porch
cannot do. However, an existing trellis can be altered into a sukkah once a year.

The sukkah can be built anywhere outside, in a yard, on a rooftop, in an alley-
way, or on an apartment balcony. Because it is built outside, it should be able to
withstand the normal flow of wind.

At its largest, a household’s sukkah should be less than thirty feet long; at its
smallest it should fit at least one person, and it should be high enough for a
person to stand upright comfortably.

The roof of the sukkah is constructed of rafters overlaid with greenery or

branches from trees and/or bushes. The s’chach, (the greenery/branches cov-

ering the sukkah) must not be so dense as to prevent the stars from being vis-
ible at night, although it must be thick enough to provide shade from sunlight.



The framework for the sukkah can be made from wood, or plumbing pipe, or
even tent poles. The walls of the sukkah are often made from canvas, bamboo
shades, colorful bed sheets, or plywood.

For beams to support the sukkah’s s’chach, you can use bamboo rods, thin
wooden sticks, or even discarded lumber or fallen branches scrounged from
your neighborhood. The leafy green themselves can be gathered from palm
fronds or other local greenery.

The following several pages contain plans to build ‘yourhov.vn sukkah from
scratch and several vendors where you can buy a pre-made sukkah Kit.

Our masters taught: In the words “You shall live in booths
seven days” (Lev. 23:42), “live” means “reside.” Hence they
went on to say that during the seven days of Sukkot, one is to
make one’s sukkah the permanent abode, and one’s home
the occasional one. (Sukkah 28b)

We would like to extend a special thank you to Ginny Gendelman
for her thoughtful and beautifully designed WBT Sukkah.

Sukkah Plans are intended as a guide only. Wilshire Boulevard Temple and all of its members do not guarantee or
warranty these plans. Always wear the appropriate safety equipment and follow the manufacturer’s instructions when
using power tools. Wilshire Boulevard Temple is not responsible for any errors in the plans or any damages which
may occur as a result of these plans.



Build your own
Wilshire Boulevard Temple

| Surkah!

2x4 ROOF JOISTS CORNER
AT 16" ONCENTER ' CONNECTOR (RTCZ4)

JOIST HANGER (LUSZ4)
/ZX4 TOP RAL \

A}

70" OVERALL

ZX4 pOTTOM RAL
SUN SCREEN FAPRIC

2x4 CORNER POST i

\’WS
LSTRAP -
CONNECTOR (66l.)
SUKKAT - PERSFPECTNVE VIEW
NOTTOSCALE
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Sukkah

e 4 )
Description: |
These plans will assist you in building your own 8'-0" x 80" Sukkah ®. They provide you with
guidelines for purchasing the materials and constructing the structure with a few tools and a
minimal amount of carpentry skills. Read all information before you begin. With a little time and

a couple friends, anyone can build their own Sukkah. Also, you will note that the entire frame is
put together with screws which will allow: you to de-construct and re-construct your own Sukkah

every year!

Materiols LLst:

Quantity ~ Matérial Description - Size
4 Corner Post Lumber © 2x4 - 7'-0""lvon‘g
7 WalI-Frame Lumber ¢ 2x4 - 8'-04' long
5 Roof Joist Lumber © 2x4 - 8'-0" long
6 Corner Connector Simpson RTC24
2 L Strap Connector Simpson 66L
10 Joist Hanger Connector © Simpson LUS24
180 Phill‘ips Head Connector Screw © Simpson SD8 x 1.25
20 Flat Head Phillips Zinc Wood Screw © #12x21/2" |
"Easy Gardener” Shade Cloth : ,
1 Sunscreen Fabric ' 6'-0" x 25'-0" 1
(Blue, Tan, Green or Black)
50 "Easy Gardener" Snap‘Grommets One Sizé v l
50 "T&B" Plastic Cable Ties 14" long }

(Natural, Brown, Green or Black)

Notes:

a.._You can easily build an 8'-0" x 12-0" Sukkah with the additional materials indicated below.

c. You may request that the lumber is cut when purchased.
d. If you choose to build an 8'-0" x 12'-0" Sukkah then purchase (3) wall frame members

that are 12'-0" long instead of 8'-0" long. (For the rails in the front and back wall frames.)
e. If you choose to build an 8-0" x 12'-0" Sukkah then purchase (3) additional roof joist

members, (6) additional jois
long screws. '

t hangers, (24) additional short screws, and (12) additional

f. If you choose to build an 8°-0" x 12’-0" Sukkah, you will need additional sun screen fabric.

b



Tools You'll Need:

Measuring tape Gioves
Pencil Safety Goggles
Heavy duty scissors : “A-frame” Ladder

Power screwdriver (or drill) Phillips head

Installation T'Lps:

1. It is recommended that you build your Sukkah on flat, dry, even ground with the help of
two additional people.

2. Attach all the metal connectors first, except the L strap connectors.
HLE Only two types of screws are used. Use the shorter ones to attach the metal
- connectors to the wood. Use the longer ones when attaching wood to wood
(through a metal connector) when attaching a roof joist to a top rail.

3. Attach the joist hangers to the front and back top rails by carefully measuring to make

sure that the hangers will align once set in place.
HLVLt You may wish to lay all the roof joists and tops rails out on the ground first to make
sure they will line up properly.

4. Build the back wall frame by connecting the top and bottom rails to the corner posts. ;
H’LVL‘C' Leave 6'-0" of space between top and bottom rails (5" of space below the bottom raif)
and align the top of the top rails with the top of the corner posts.

5. Build the side wall frames by attaching two side rails to each front corner post (use the
L strap connectors to attach the bottom side rail to the front corner post). Raise the back
wall frame and attach each of the side wall frames to it (one assistant supporting each
wall frame). Once the three sides are connected (supported by two assistants), connect
the two front corner posts with the front top rail.

6. Install the roof joists into the joist hangers and secure with the long screws.

7. Place snap grommets approximately every 16" along the top and bottom edges of the
sun screen fabric, following the instructions on the package.

8. Wrap the three sides of the Sukkah with the sun screen fabric (leaving the front open) and
attach with plastic cable ties along the top & bottom rails, and around the front corner posts.
HLwnt: You may wish to use a bed sheet, tarp, or other material to cover the walls of your
Sukkah.

9. Cover the roof joists with palm fronds or other greenery / tree branches.

Emjog!

!mportawt Note:

These plans (pages 1 thru 3) are intended as a guide only. Wilshire Boulevard Temple and its
members do not guarantee or warranty these plans. Always wear the appropriate safety equipment
and follow the manufacturer's instructions when using tools and materials. Wiishire Boulevard
Temple and its members are not responsible for any errors in these plans or any damages which
may occur as a result of these plans or in any connection with the design herein. Participation in
this Sukkah building activity and/or in the use of this Sukkah once constructed is voluntary and you
and/or anyone electing to participate does so in spite of any and all risks.
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Sukkot Symbols

Cuttings from four types of plants are used during the holiday as major symbols.
Their basis is biblical:

On the first day, you shall take produce of goodly trees,
branches of palm trees, boughs of leafy trees, and willows of
the brook, and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God for
seven days. (Leviticus 23:40)

These plants are known as the Arba Minim, the Four Species. The first Species
is an etrog, a citron, which looks like a long, slender lemon with a stemonits
end. The pitom, the elongated stem, makes the etrog kosher, valid for use. The
etrog is considered exceptionally beautiful if it is very bumpy. Some say the
etrog is a symbol of the seeds of the upcoming harvest year and that a full,
beautiful etrog will lead to fertile future.

The other three plants are bound together. The lulav — the palm branch — is
woven together with two branches of hadas — the myrtle — and two branches of
the arava — the willow. All together these three plants are referred to by the
same name of the largest, the /ulav.

A lulav and etrog can be ordered by calling any of our local Judaica shops.




Home Sukkot Activities

If one covered it [the sukkah] according to law and decorated
it with hand-made carpets and tapestries, and hung therein
nuts, almonds, peaches, pomegranates and bunches of
grapes; vines, [decantera] of oils and fine meal, with wreaths
of ears of corn, it is forbidden to make use of them [to eat, for
instance, any of the fruits] until the termination of the last day
of the festival. (Betzah 30b)

Building a sukkah together is perhaps the best activity for this holiday. Planning
the building of the sukkah, and especially its decorating, involves the whole
household in a fun-filled set of activities. Artistic decorations are always appreci-
ated. Make harvest scenes, as well as artificial, brightly colored vegetables,
paper chains, and plants to decorate the sukkah. These fun activities can be
fulfilled whether a person participates in at one’s home, at the home of friends,.
at a synagogue or any other community institution.

R. Eliezer said, A man is obliged to eat fourteen meals in the
‘Sukkah [during the seven days of the festival] one on each
day and one on each night. The sages however say, there is
no fixed number [of meals] except on the first night of the
festival alone [when one must eat a meal in the sukkah]. R
Eliezer said in addition, If a man did not eat in the sukah on
the first night of the festival, he may make up for it on the last
night of the festival. (Sukkah 2.6)

As for eating in the sukkah the rule of thumb is “Keep it Simple.” Because you
will be eating outside on paper and plastic, in warm or cool weather, consider
what will be comfortable to eat in those surroundings.

Foods for the holiday are those that utilize the fall harvest. Stuffed cabbage —
cabbage leaves stuffed with ground meat or a form of grain is one traditional
food. It is also customary to include fall fruits and vegetables in your cooking

The following pages include several decorating projects and simple recipes for
the whole family to enjoy.
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